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method involves an estimation of the amount remaining in th bins on the last of the month, which may or may not be correct Another method of obtaining the tonnage is to determine it b; specific gravity of slime pulp collected or discharged, or in th case of sand, by cubic capacity. Both these methods are ope) to small errors even when great care is exercised, but they ge away from the necessity of guessing the amount of ore held ove in the bins.
Again, the difficulty observed during the first month of mill ing is apparent in a less degree in the case of subsequent individua months, namely, that of drawing a clear line between the tonnage head assay, tail assay, and gold and silver precipitated, belonging to any two adjoining months. With ore of uniform assay valiu the resulting difference would be small but with ore whose con tents are of a variable and patchy nature, it may be considerable
If zinc shavings be used as the precipitant the quantity o bullion held over in the boxes may be a variable quantity, due t< differences in the method and thoroughness of dressing them. I the quantity of zinc is allowed to become low toward the end o a month, there will be a greater recovery of bullion than would b< the case if the boxes were well packed with new zinc a few clayi before the clean-up.
It will thus be seen that it may often legitimately happen tha the bullion recovered at the end of a given month may be lesi than the amount called for by a calculation of tonnage and assays If, however, there is nothing radically wrong with the method of computation, such losses on individual months should b< balanced by corresponding gains in other months, and at the end of a year or, say, six months, the total actual recovery shoulc tally very closely with the calculated one. Should this not be the case, it will be obvious that all is not right, and that investigations are called for.
When such a discrepancy really exists there are six possible: ways of accounting for it: (1) Theft, (2) carelessness, e.g., losses of solution by run-overs and losses of precipitate by careless handling in cleaning up and melting, (3) errors in tonnage com- during the month. As there is nearly always a carry-over of ore from one month to another, thiseak solution. It is-cc
